Lots of pilots dream of flying in the desert, at least
once in their lifetime. But in the meantime, it's the
desert that has flown to us...
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WEATHER:
WHEN THE DESERT PAYS US A VISIT.
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For nearly a week, large quantities
of sand from the Sahara have been
brought to the skies above Europe
by air currents from the South. It's a
pretty normal phenomenon but, this
time, the sand has been a killjoy for
flying as well. Even if at the beginning
of the week, the weather forecasters
promised thermals for many regions,
the sand in the atmosphere greatly
reduced the amount of sunshine.

In fact, the models used for weather
forecasting don’t take into account
this type of pollution which, all the
same, can darken the sky significantly
and limit the thermals, spoiling a day
which looked promising for the first
big XCs...
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Dust or no dust, today is toast in Fran-
ce as a big front is sweeping across
the country.

Two services which warn about the
presence of dust:

http://www.prevair.org/fr/prevision_
pous_desert.php

http://forecast.uoa.gr/dustindx.php
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