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Flying over Mont Blanc on a tandem

Crossing the valley on the east side of the Aiguilles Rouges, we arrived under the Brévent 
and immediately found a good thermal ...+2…+4…+6…which catapulted us pretty much 
directly up to 4650 m…Wooooooooow…

In June 2014, Guillaume Chatain and his 
passenger Pauline flew over Mont Blanc. They 

even saluted the summit with a tip-drag…

Text and photos: Guillaume Chatain

http://player.vimeo.com/video/98164987
http://www.free.aero
http://twitter.com/freeaeromag
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At this altitude, the view was stunning, but we 
were already starting to get cold legs… 

Pauline and me under on the brand new Bi Sky 
Metis 3… (I took the label off at launch!)

http://www.free.aero
http://twitter.com/freeaeromag
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I’m going there but I’m scared…

Dôme du Goûter and Aiguille de Bionnassay. I missed one thermal and then another. 
All the other pilots were in orbit over the Dômes de Miages, whilst I was still level 

with the Tré la Tête Glacier… Grrrrrrrr :-(:-(:-(

http://www.free.aero
http://twitter.com/freeaeromag
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4  |   Juin 2014

The summit…
A bit later, a solo paraglider landed on the summit. We wouldn’t be doing that, we didn’t have 
the climbing gear to go down on foot if necessary, the cunimbs that were developing in the 
distance in the Vanoise were coming our way quite rapidly and the aerology could change 
rapidly… 

Making our way under overhanging séracs…We weren’t going up, but it was still 
spectacular!! I flew towards the last place where you would imagine getting a ther-
mal to take you up to the summit: La Crête du Brouillard (the Misty Ridge). I persisted 
and bingo, the +0.5 turned into a +1… +2…Yeeeeeeesss!!!!!! We really worked it, 
determined, above all, not to lose it! The thermal was a bit in the lee of the ridge, but 
stayed very soft.

Dômes de Miage

http://www.free.aero
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All the same I treated myself to a few waggas, a bit of skimming 
the summit with our feet and some symbolic tip-drags…
(I had to at least touch the summit!!!)

We stayed for about ten minutes maintaining at the level of the summit, in a combination of 
thermic and dynamic wind which was remarkably gentle. 

A detailed look at the track log around the summit…

http://www.free.aero
http://twitter.com/freeaeromag
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I would have loved to have finished our tour of the massif by flying past the Grandes Jorasses, 
the Dolent and the Tour Glacier, but the conditions started to worsen…

The sky covered over and there were hardly any thermals left…Time to 
turn round and zigzag around the Aiguilles des Périades… 

http://www.free.aero
http://twitter.com/freeaeromag
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A beautiful finish with 600m of acro.
I would like to thank my passenger who coped so well throughout 
the flight!

http://www.free.aero
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The track log of the flight is available on Victor B’s server:
http://www.victorb.fr/visugps/visugps.html?track=http://www.vic-
torb.fr/visuigc/13062014_135031_Vol_Mont-Blanc_9_juin_igc

http://player.vimeo.com/video/98164987

http://www.free.aero
http://twitter.com/freeaeromag
http://www.victorb.fr/visugps/visugps.html?track=http://www.victorb.fr/visuigc/13062014_135031_Vol_Mont-Blanc_9_juin_igc
http://www.victorb.fr/visugps/visugps.html?track=http://www.victorb.fr/visuigc/13062014_135031_Vol_Mont-Blanc_9_juin_igc
http://www.victorb.fr/visugps/visugps.html?track=http://www.victorb.fr/visuigc/13062014_135031_Vol_Mont-Blanc_9_juin_igc
http://player.vimeo.com/video/98164987
http://player.vimeo.com/video/98164987

